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Drug Information Sheet("Kusuri-no-Shiori") 
Self-injection 

Revised: 09/2022 
The information on this sheet is based on approvals granted by the Japanese regulatory authority. Approval 
details may vary by country. Medicines have adverse reactions (risks) as well as efficacies (benefits). It is 
important to minimize adverse reactions and maximize efficacy. To obtain a better therapeutic response, 
patients should understand their medication and cooperate with the treatment. 

Brand name:SOMAVERT for S.C. Injection 20mg 
Active ingredient:Pegvisomant(genetical recombination) 

Dosage form:white to faint gray clumpy powder (lyophilized formulation, dissolved at 

the time of use), injection (solution attached) 
Imprint or print on wrapping: 

 

Effects of this medicine 
This medicine binds to the growth hormone (GH) receptors and inhibits the binding of GH to decrease the serum 

concentrations of IGF-I (insulin-like growth factor somatomedin-C) and to improve symptoms such as enlargement 

of the soft tissue due to excessive IGF-I. 
It is usually used to improve symptoms caused by excessive growth hormone secretion in acromegaly. 

The following patients may need to be careful when using this medicine.Be sure to tell your doctor and 
pharmacist. 

・If you have previously experienced any allergic reactions (itch, rash, etc.) to any medicines or foods. 
・If you are pregnant or breastfeeding. 
・If you are taking any other medicinal products. (Some medicines may interact to enhance or diminish medicinal 

effects. Beware of over-the-counter medicines and dietary supplements as well as other prescription medicines.) 

Dosing schedule (How to take this medicine) 
・Your dosing schedule prescribed by your doctor is((            to be written by a healthcare professional)) 
・In general, for adults, dissolve 1 vial with 1 mL of the attached solution and subcutaneously inject 40 mg of the 

active protein ingredient once a day on the first day. From the second day, subcutaneously inject 10 mg once a 

day. The dosage may be adjusted by 5 mg according to the serum IGF-I levels and symptoms. The maximum daily 

dose is 30 mg once a day. This preparation contains 20 mg of the active protein ingredient in a vial. Strictly follow 

the instructions. 
・Be sure to choose a different injection site each time. Avoid injecting into the site with redness, eczema and wound. 
・You may self-inject this medicine if you or your family receive appropriate instructions in a medical institution for 

self-injection at home. 
・Before using this medicine, liver function test should be performed. 
・If you miss a dose, use the missed dose as soon as possible. You should never use two doses at one time. 
・If you accidentally use more than your prescribed dose, consult with your doctor or pharmacist. 
・When self-injecting at home, do not stop using this medicine and adjust dosage unless your doctor instructs you to 

do so. 
Precautions while taking this medicine 

・Growth hormone-producing pituitary tumors can develop, which may cause serious symptoms such as visual field 

constriction (narrowing of the visual field and defect in the visual field). Therefore, MRI scans and other tests are 

periodically performed. 
・Liver function tests are performed once a month during the first year after starting this medicine and periodically 

thereafter. If symptoms suggestive of liver disorder (fatigue, nausea, vomiting, abdominal pain, jaundice) occur 

while using this medicine, liver function tests should be performed as appropriate, and this medicine should be 

discontinued if liver disorder is confirmed. If any symptoms suggestive of liver disorder occur, contact your doctor 

immediately. 
 

Possible adverse reactions to this medicine 
The most commonly reported adverse reactions include headache, diarrhea, fatigue, injection site bleeding, injection 

site reaction (erythema, pain), weight gain, bleeding tendency, tremor (shivering), dizziness, somnolence, abnormal 

dreams, light sleep, eye pain, increased blood pressure, hypertension, nausea, vomiting, gastric discomfort, 

flatulence, abdominal bloating, abdominal pain, loose stool, constipation, pruritus (itch), hyperhidrosis, joint pain, 

influenza like illness, hungry feeling, peripheral edema, asthenia, malaise and nasopharyngitis. If any of these 

symptoms occur, consult with your doctor or pharmacist. 
The symptoms described below are rarely seen as initial symptoms of the adverse reactions indicated 
in brackets. If any of these symptoms occur, stop taking this medicine and see your doctor 
immediately. 
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No pertinent entries. 
The above symptoms do not describe all the adverse reactions to this medicine. Consult with your 
doctor or pharmacist if you notice any symptoms of concern other than those listed above. 
Storage conditions and other information 

・Keep out of reach of children. Store at 2 to 8 degrees Celsius and away from direct sunlight and moisture. Use as 

soon as possible after dissolution. 
・Discard the remainder. Do not store them. If you do not know how to dispose of the unused medicines, seek advice 

of your pharmacy or medical institution. Do not give the unused medicines to others. 

For healthcare professional use only      /    / 

 

 

For further information, talk to your doctor or pharmacist. 


