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Drug Information Sheet("Kusuri-no-Shiori") 
Injection 

Published: 12/2022 
The information on this sheet is based on approvals granted by the Japanese regulatory authority. Approval 
details may vary by country. Medicines have adverse reactions (risks) as well as efficacies (benefits). It is 
important to minimize adverse reactions and maximize efficacy. To obtain a better therapeutic response, 
patients should understand their medication and cooperate with the treatment. 

Brand name:PITRESSIN INJECTION 20 
Active ingredient:Vasopressin 

Dosage form:injection 
Imprint or print on wrapping:  

Effects of this medicine 
This medicine promotes reabsorption of water in renal tubule and suppresses abnormal excessive urination. It 

acts directly on intestinal smooth muscle to cause contraction. It contracts small arteries in abdominal organs, 

reduces portal blood flow and temporarily decreases portal blood pressure to stop esophageal bleeding due to 

portal hypertension. 
It is usually used to treat pituitary diabetes insipidus and for differential diagnosis of pituitary or renal diabetes 

insipidus, elimination of intestinal gas (flatulence or pretreatment for gallbladder/renal pelvic scan) and urgent 

treatment for bleeding from esophageal varices. 

The following patients may need to be careful when using this medicine.Be sure to tell your doctor 
and pharmacist. 

・If you have previously experienced any allergic reactions (itch, rash, etc.) to any medicines or foods.  
If you have coronary arteriosclerosis or other arteriosclerotic disease, cardiac failure, asthma, pregnancy 

induced hypertension syndrome, migraine, epilepsy, chronic nephritis, cardiovascular disease associated with 

hypertension or ischemic cardiac disease due to causes other than arteriosclerosis. 
・If you are pregnant or breastfeeding. 
・If you are taking any other medicinal products. (Some medicines may interact to enhance or diminish medicinal 

effects. Beware of over-the-counter medicines and dietary supplements as well as other prescription 

medicines.) 

Dosing schedule (How to take this medicine) 
・Your dosing schedule prescribed by your doctor is((            to be written by a healthcare 

professional)) 
・Pituitary diabetes insipidus: In general, inject subcutaneously or intramuscularly 2 to 3 times a day. 
Differential diagnosis of pituitary or renal diabetes insipidus: In general, inject subcutaneously, intramuscularly 

or intravenously. 
Elimination of intestinal gas (flatulence or pretreatment for gallbladder/renal pelvic scan): In general, inject 

subcutaneously or intramuscularly. 
Urgent treatment for bleeding from esophageal varices: In general, continuously inject intravenously. 

・Treatment span will be determined based on the efficacy. 
Precautions while taking this medicine 

・Laboratory examinations (electrocardiogram test, measurement of blood pressure, measurement of urine 

volume, etc.) may be frequently performed. 
 

Possible adverse reactions to this medicine 
The most commonly reported adverse reactions include headache, nausea/vomiting, oliguria, rash, hives and 

flushing. If any of these symptoms occur, consult with your doctor or pharmacist. 
The symptoms described below are rarely seen as initial symptoms of the adverse reactions 
indicated in brackets. If any of these symptoms occur, stop taking this medicine and see your 
doctor immediately. 

・chills, cold sweat, facial pallor [shock] 

・muscle pain, numbness, weakness, reddish brown urine [rhabdomyolysis] 

・breathing difficulty, shortness of breath, general edema, dry cough, chest pain [cardiac failure, cardiac arrest] 

・difficulty in thinking, loss of concentration, unable to recognize time/place/name, loss of consciousness 

[mental confusion, coma] 

・general malaise, decreased attention, headache, nausea, vomiting, convulsion [water intoxication] 

・headache, temporarily decreased consciousness, paralysis/tremor of limbs, difficulty speaking, unable to 

remember/memorize things [central nervous system disorder] 

・extremely decreased urine output [anuria] 

・palpitation/shortness of breath, dizziness, losing consciousness [ventricular tachycardia (including torsades de 



 2 / 2 

pointes)] 
The above symptoms do not describe all the adverse reactions to this medicine. Consult with your 
doctor or pharmacist if you notice any symptoms of concern other than those listed above. 
Storage conditions and other information 
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For further information, talk to your doctor or pharmacist. 


